Record net annual migration levels continue
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In the February 2017 year, 71,300 more migrants arrived in New Zealand than left, Stats NZ said today.
This equalled the previous annual record set in January 2017. Migrant arrivals numbered 128,800 in
the February 2017 year, a new annual record, while migrant departures were 57,500.

"About a third of all migrant arrivals for the year were people coming to New Zealand on work visas,"
population statistics senior manager Peter Dolan said. "Just over a quarter of all work-visa migrants were
from the United Kingdom and France."
The next largest sources of migrants coming to New Zealand to work were from Germany, Australia,
South Africa, and the United States.
Visa types contributing most to the migrant arrivals were:





work visas (43,000 – up 4,400)
New Zealand and Australian citizens (38,100 – up 1,700)
student visas (23,800 – down 4,300)
residence visas (16,800 – up 2,400).

Visitor arrivals at a record-equalling level in February 2017 year
Annual visitor arrivals for the February 2017 year numbered 3.54 million, equalling the previous annual
record set in January 2017. This was up 11 percent from the February 2016 year.
Visitor arrivals numbered 380,000 in February 2017, up 2 percent from February 2016.
"In February, strong increases in visitor numbers from the United States and Europe were behind the
overall rise in visitor arrivals," Mr Dolan said. "These more than offset the large drop in visitor numbers

from China, which was likely due to Chinese New Year beginning in January this year, and in February in
2016."

New Zealanders depart on highest-ever number of overseas trips
New Zealand residents set a new annual record of 2.66 million overseas trips in the February 2017 year,
up 10 percent from the February 2016 year.
In February 2017, New Zealand residents left on 147,400 trips overseas, up 16 percent from February
2016.
International migration statistics rely on the information provided on passenger cards at the time of travel.
The reported length of intended stay in New Zealand, or time away from New Zealand, determines
whether the passenger is a visitor or a migrant.
Seasonal fluctuations in short-term traveller numbers describes how the number of overseas visitors in
New Zealand, and New Zealand residents travelling overseas, varies across each day of the year.
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